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Puranas have equal or even more numerous examples of that variety.
Indeed, in human life, every tongue spoken by man has its share of
inanities.
We, in this country, became barbarous only during our two
hundred years of involuntary servitude. Before that India shone as
a gnana bhoomi [an abode of knowledge] free from exploitation
and class conflicts. In a society where [true] Brahmins assumed the
lead and provided guidance in the sphere of intellect and knowledge,
there were no sentiments of "high" and "low." "Does not Manu
dharma differentiate between groups in respect of social justice?"
it may be asked. Manu dharma is a code of laws. It is a code that
evolved on the basis of the requirements and compulsions of its
time. It should not be viewed from the point of view of our present
knowledge and experience. I am not trying to hide the defects that
developed in Hindu society. All I assert is that there is no relation
between those defects and Hindu dharma. The great souls who have
appeared in our midst from time to time have opposed untouch-
ability. The techniques of subjugation employed by foreign rulers,
and the economic organization they imposed on us, resulted in such
.chaos and disintegration that the eradication of defects in Hindu
society by unfettered internal developments in our society itself was
prevented.
A culture that was much less developed than our own established
its domination over us with the aid of modern science and technology.
Ignorant British authors wrote our history describing our true and
ancient cultural values as "barbaric." Our "slave intellectuals"
obtained their training in such lore. Tamilians, who, in our tropical
climate, were not ashamed to roam around garbed in the attire of the
Westerner, were ashamed to wear the Vaishnava and Saiva marks on
their foreheads and ridiculed the practice. They believed that the
practice was contrary to commonsense. They could not even under-
stand that their efforts to ridicule the practice constituted uncivilized
interference in the personal rights of others in society.
People of all faiths believe in God. All religions acknowledge
that god is above and beyond religions. Religions are only different
paths to God. The word "Allah" means God. Our people seem to
think that the slogan "He who believes in God is a fool," is merely
an abuse directed against the Brahmins. They do not seem to recall
that Jesus Christ, the Prophet Mohammad, and Mahatma Gandhi
believed in God. Persons of various faiths in our midst appear to